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knew, that you must bear it forever and forever! That 
, there would be no end! That after millions of millions 


r ° ° (of ages, your torment would be no nearer to an end 
Professor Norton, in exposing that ‘than ever it was, and that you never, never should be 


part of Calvinism which teaches that men are “* just- ' delivered ' 
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‘ured by a glass. how long would that glass seem to be a 


ly liable”? to infinite and eterna] torments, for the | 
rery nature with which they are created, introduces, | 
in a note, the following Remarks and Extracts. We 
recommend them to the attention of our readers. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE. 


With regard to the punishment to which aJl men are 
t+ jy-tly liable” by nature, the imagination of Edwards, 
thong not a very active faculty of his mind, absolutely 
revels and runs riot in the description. 

The following is from his Sermon entitled, Men wat- 
GRALLY God's enemies. 

“If you continue God’s enemy until death, you will 
always berhis enemy. And after death, your enmity 
will bave no restraint, but it will break out, and rage 
without control. When you come to bea fire-brand of 
ell, you will be a fire-brand in two respects, viz. as 

on will be all on fire, full of the fire of God’s wrath ; 
and also as you will be all on a blaze with spite and 
malice towards God. You will be as full of the fire of 
matice, ae you will with the fire of divine vengeance ; 
eud both will make you full of torment. Then you 
will appear as you are, a viper indeed. You are now 
a viper, bot under great disguise ; a wolf in sheep's 
but then your mask will be pulled off; 
jon shall Jose your garments and walk naked. Rev. 
si. 15. Then will yoo, aa serpent, spit poison at 
(iod, and vent your rage and malice in fearful blasphe- 
mies. Out of that mouth, out of which when you open 
it will proceed flames, will also proceed dreadful blas- 
phemies against God. That same tongue, to cool 
which you wil) wish for a drop of water, will be eter 
nally employed in cursing and blaspheming God and 
Christ.’ — Edwerd’s Works, vol. vii. p. 198. 

The horror of this passage is in some degree aggra- 
vated, when viewed in connexion with the doctrine of 
the demnation of infants, and when it is recollected 
thet thie is the description of the future state of many 
of those little * vipers.’ 

I quote another passage ;—from his sermon On the 
punishment of the Wicked: 

** We can conceive but little of the matter. . 
But to help your conception, image yourself to be 
east into a fiery oven, all of a glowing heat, or into the 
midst of a glowing brick-kiln, or of a great furnace, 
where your pain would be as much greater than that 
occusioned by accidentally touching a coal of fire, as 
the heat is greater. Imagine also that you were to lie 
there for a quarter of an hour, full of fire, as full within 
and without asa light coal of fire, all the while full of 
quick sense; what horror would you feel at the en- 
trance of such a furnace! And how long would that 
quarter of an hour seem to you! If it were to be meas- 
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ronning! And after you had endured it for one minute, 
how overhearing to you would it be to think that you | 


‘* But your torment in hell will be immensely greater 
than this illustration represents.”’—Ibid pp. 387, 388. 

Again: 

‘* The wicked in hell will not be able in that con- 
flict to overcome their enemy, and to deliver them- 
selves, God, who will then undertake to deal with 
them, and will gird himself with might to execute 
wrath, will be their enemy, and will act the part of an 
enemy with a witness; and they will have no strength 
to oppose him. . . « They will have no power, no 
might to resist that omnipotence which will be engaged 
}against them. They will have no strength in their 
hands to do any thing to appease God, or in the least 
to abate the fierceness of his wrath.”"—pp. 383, 384. 

Again: 

‘If the strength of al] the wicked men on earth and 
all the devils in hell were uagted in one, and thou wert 
possessed of it all; and if the courage, greatness and 
stoutness of al] their hearts were united in thy single 
beart, thou wouldst be notbing in the hands of Jeho- 
vab. If it were all collected, and thou shouldst set 
thyself to bear as well as thou couldst, aii wouid sink 
under his great wrath in ap instant, and be utterly abol- 
ished. Thine hands would drop down at once, and 
thy heart would melt as wax. The great mountoins, 
the Grm rocks, cannot stand before the power of God , 
us fast as they stand, they are tosved hither and thither, 
and skip like lambs when God appears jo his anger. — 
He can tear the earth in pieces in a moment; yea, 
he can shatter (he whole univeree and dash it to pieces 
atone blow. How then will thine bands be strong, or 
thine heart endure ?”—pp. 392, 393. 

Such passages as | have quoted, glare upon the read- 
er throughout tue Fifteen Sermons of Edwards. ‘the 
volume is darkened and discolored with the flames and 
smoke of hell, represented as curling aropud far the 
greater part of the buman race. 

** How disaai wall it be when you are under these 
racking torments, to know assarediy that you never, 
never shall be delivered from them; to have no hope. 
When you shall wish that you might be turned mto 
nothing, but ebail bave no hope of it; when you shall 
wish that you might be turned into a toad or serpent, 
but shall have no hope of it; when you would rejoice, 
if you might have any relief after you bad endured 
these torments millions of ages, but Shall have no hope 
of it; when after you have worn out the ages of the 
sun, moow and stars, in your dolorous groans and lam- 
entations, without rest, day or night, or ope mmute’s 
ease, yet you shail have vo hope of ever beimg deliver- 
ed; when aiter you have worn out a thousaud more 


that you are not one whit bearer the end of y ow" tor- 
ments; but that still there ere the seme groans, the 


lsame shrieks, the same doletul cries mcessautly to be 





had it to endure the other fourteen ! 

“ But what would be the effect on your soul, if you | 
knew you must lie there enduring that torment to} 
the full for twenty four hours! And how much greater 
would be the effect, if you knew you must endure it | 
for a whole year; and how vastly greater still, if you | 
knew you mast endore it fora thousand years! O then, 


how would your heart sink, if you thought, if you 


made hy you, and that the smoke of your torment suail 
still ascend for ever and ever; aud that your souls 
which have been agitated by the wrath of God all this 
while, will yet exist to bear Giore wrath; your bodies 
which bave been burning and roasting all this while in 
these glowing flames, yet shail not lave been consum 
ed, but will remain to roast through an eternity yet, 
which shal] not have been at all shortened by what 


ee 


shall have been past.” Sermon on thé eternity of hell 
tormenis. pp. 418, 419. 

These are ‘the most grivous torments in soul and 
body, without intermission in Hell fire for forever,’ to 
which Calvinism teaches that we are ‘justly liable’ for 
what we are by nature. It is in order that they may 
endure these torments ‘for the glory of his sovereign 
power over his crealures,’ as the, Westminster divines 
express themselves, that the God of all favor and 
consolation has created far the greater part of men. 
Of the countless multitudes of human beings who have 
dwelt on our globe, there are very few, the end of 
whose creation, as decreed by God, was not their infi- 
nite and eternal wretchedness. To this they were or- 
dained, and for this they have been prepared by him. 
He has successively sent them into the world with such 
natures that they were ‘utterly indisposed, disabled, 
sand made opposite’ to every act, but such as might in- 


‘|cur his vengeance, 


It may seem as if nothing could be added to aggre- 
vate the horror and disgust which such a doctrine is a- 
dapted to produce, But it is notso. There is some- 
thing, | think, inexpressibly more loathsome in the fol- 
lowing passage from Edwards, than in any thing I have 
yet quoted : 

** The sight of hell torments will exalt the happiness 
of the saints forever. It will not only muke them more 
sensible of the greatness and freeness of the grace of 
God in their happiness; but it will really make their 
happiness the greater, as it will make them more sensi- 
ble of their own happiness ; it..wil!l vise-them-a more — 
lively relish of it; it will make them prize it more.— 
When they see others, who were of the same nature, 
and born under the same circumstances, plunged in 
such misery and they so distinguished, O, it will moke 
them sensible how happy they are. A sense of the op- 
posite misery, in all cases, greatly increases the relish of 
any joy or pleasure.” 

What must be the effect of such a belief as is here . 
expressed, in brutalizing the whole character of bim by 
whom it isheld! Such are the pocrRINESs oF DEVILS, 
which have been taught ander the insulted mame of 
Christianity. 


Another Church, 


We announce, with much satisfaction, for the informetion 





such ages, yet you shali bave uo hope, but shall know | 
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| of our friends in distant towns, that a Second Society is 


formed in this city, and ground purchased for the erec- 
tion of another church, on the corver of Prince and 
Orange-streets. It is contemplated to build a chyrch, 
60 by 70 feet, with a basement story of eight feet six 
inches, to be bve feet above the ground, for a School, 
&c. The scite for the building is excelent, being the 
highest ground in the city, and will admit of windows 
on ail sidee of the building. The house, when erected, 
will be bounded as follows: Fronting south, on Prince- 
street; west, on Orange Street; north, by rear of the 
lot, 25 feet; east, by surplus of the lot, 15 feet. ‘The 
ground measuring 75 feet on Prince-street, and 100 on 
Orange-street.—(.V. Y.) Gospel Herald. 


—att | GD: oa 
Death is no more than a turning of us over from time to 


eternity: It leads to Immortality: and that is recom- 
pence epovgh for the suffering of it. 
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(orBy presenting the Jollowing Appew and | 
. owe « ‘ adi ae , » a4 
Statement of Faith.found on the ‘Christian Repo 
; ' Dia? = eae rt 
sitory? for December la-', to our readers, we | 
comply wiih the request of thore who framed 
them. We are authorised to state, that they) 
are the result of the advice and connsel of the | 
following mimistering brethren, who belong to, 
° ng ‘ . ‘ in .} x, A 
and stand in fellowship with the General Con | 
Tee . . . ree |. { 
vention of Universalists ; viz. Rev. Jacos Woon, | 
,” 


4 


Rey. Epwarp ‘Turner, Rev. Pave Dray, Kev. |! 


" bai” 
Barzitiat Streeter, Rev. Cuances Hupson, an 


Rev. Levi Brices. 

Christian brethren, it is a most, painful heart. 
agonizing task to put into your hands, what we 
know must produce in you surprise and grief of 
no ordinary character ; but youare assured that 
this gall and wormwood has for years been tast- 
ed by those who saw the first germ of this root 
of bitterness. Yes, the shade of many a night 
has witnessed the anguish which preyed on the 
heart of him, who writes this notice, and his pil- 
low has received the tears of grief, occasioned 
by the increasing symptoms, which portended 
the unhappy schism,which is now made manifest, 
tothe public. We expect the daughters of the 
uncircumcised will triumph ; but what is this in 
comparison with those inward sighs, which force 
our tears on the defection of those we love ?— 
Let us, with confidence, rely on Him, whose in- 
visible hand worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will—and in our hearts say ; ** not 
our will, but thine, O God, be done.”—Ediuors. 


From the (Woodstock, V1.) Christian Repository. 
An Appeal to the Public. 


it has sometime been a fact of notoriety, that a dif- 
ference of sentiment exists among those who are de- 
nominated Universalists, in the United States, on the 
subject of a future retribution. One party believe, 
that all human suffering is bounded by death, and the 
other, that it extends beyond death. Notwithstanding 
this difference, it has generally been thought to be for 
the interest of the common cause, to remain as one bo- 
dy, and concentrate their influence and exertions a- 
gainst the popular error of endless misery. But, at 
length, this difference of sentiment began to wear a 
more alarming and imposing aspect. The party who 
hold that all misery is confined to this life, seemed to 
attach a greater importance to their peculiar sentiment, 
and were wont to dwell upon it in their public dis- 
courses, and this too, on conventional occasions, and 
when they exchanged desks with their brethren who 
differed from them on this subject. At last a contro- 
versy broke out in several periodical works, edited by 
Universalista. In the (Boston) Universali-t Magazine, 
in particular, the contest was something serious, and 
bid fair, as was thought by many, to terminate in bit- 
terness and animosity. Seeing this disagreeable indi- 
cation of things, the writer of this Appeal associated 
with some of his ministering brethren, who agree with 
him in the belief of a future disciplinary punishment, 
wud resolved on a method, which was thought probable 
to put an end to the controversy, and preserve peace 
an harmony in the order. It was agreed that the wri- 
ter of this appeal should write and publish in the Uni- 
versalist Magazine certain proposals, whereby, if they 
were accepted by the other party, the controversy 
might be brodght to a speedy and amicable termina- 
tion. ‘This scheme was soon put into effect, and the 
following terms, underthe signature of ‘* Res/oration- 
ist,” were published im the Maguzine, for March 16th, 
T8222, viz. 


Usey 
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That a brief statement of the evidence that all sumed that this , . ‘~ ; . Mant, 
be written by one who! any persou who te pe ¥ mstructing mn fellow 
believes in that doctrine, ; After this explanation of wes A design, you 
zine, aud that we will engage @ similar communication will perceive, Gentlemen, that your re ference to the 
in proof that misery will extend beyond death.* j rules of judicature is hd to ere ct. 
2. That both these communications shall be lodged | You seem to fiud copside rab e fault with my restric. 
Editor of the Maguzine before either . tions of the question, but it does not appear to me 
may be made in that you have any reason for doing thus. | have given 
them afterwards, by reference one to the other. no restrictions only such as appeared to my mind eg. 
3. That both these communications shall be submit- | sential to the subject. I do not (now) wish to know 
ted to the public to draw their own conclusions, with- whether the bible is silent about a future misery, wheth- 
‘er sin will exist in a future state, nor whether vice is 
in this life. 


I labor will not be esteemed grievou 
*. 

misery is confined to this life, 
and puwhlisbed in the Maga- creatures. 


in the bands of the 
is published, so that no alterations 


out uny controversial replies on either side.” g : 
On the appearance of these proposals in the Maga- : punished For any thing that appears to 
zine, « quite spirited contest arose about the mature my wind to the contrary, the first and last of these 
and design of them. Several writers engaged in the ; questions may be taken in the affirmative, and the seo. 
dispute, and it was finally closed by an editorial edict, ond in the negative, and yet the question, Whether all 
giving the last word to their own party, when two com- | misery is confined to this life, will remain undecided, 
munications were in their office from ** Restorationist !” On this subject | was eafficiently explicit in my last,— 
Thus ended the attempt of “ Restorationist and bis What I request, is, to see the evidence that all buman 
brethren,” to check the increasing discord, arising from | misery is bounded by temporal death. 
a promiscuous and perpetual controversy, aud to pre-| | am perfectly willing to remove all restrictions, and 
serve the union and peace of our order. you may take the question in an unqualified state. If 
Finding that the whole scheme respecting the propo- you can make it appear that the bible is stlent in favor 
sals, had gone over, and that the other party were de- of a future misery, that sin will not exist beyond death, 
termined to keep alive the controversy, ‘* Restoration- | and that it will thence necessarily follow that men can- 
ist?” assumed a different signature, (Lover of Truth) |” suffer in that state, and that every sinner is ade- 
and wrote a communication for the Magazine, contain- quately punished in this life, for every sin which he 


‘ing a request for some person who believed that all | commits; if, I say, you can make these things appear, 


misery is bounded by death, to bring forward the proof, you may make such use of them in the sum of argu- 
for his faith, This communication was put under the ment, as you think proper, 





. 


editorial head, and footed by remarks from the Editors. 
In these remarks, the Editors complained of what they 
cal] ** restrictions’? of the subject, given by ** Lover 


of Truth ;” that is, certain modes of argument which | with our present subject. 


they were in the habit of employing, and which he 
thought were foreign to the question. ‘* Lover of 
Truth” then wrote an answer to these remarks, of 
which the following is a just duplicate. 

** Rev. Editors,—I did not anticipate that my com- 
munication would bave received an editorial review be- 
fore it was properly laid before the public. Although 
it was addressed to you, as Editors, | concluded that it 
would be left, as most communications of that nature 


}have been, to the consideration of correspondents in 


future Nos. of the paper. However, I do not know as 
| have any cause to complain in this case, as |] have now 
engaged the united talents of /Aree gentlemen who,on all 
hands, will be acknowledged competent to give satis- 
faction (if any men can) in the case depending. 

1 deeply regret, Gentlemen, that my request is 
thought by you to be unreasonable, as, on this account, 
{am not likely to obtain any help on the subject which 
] eo much desired. But why is my request unreasona- 
ble ? Is it unreasonable for me to ask a person the rea- 
sons for his faith? There are those who declare that 
they believe, that all human sufferings are confined to 
this life. Now, it is certainly to be presumed, that 
those persons have some arguments to support their hy- 
pothesis; and, if they bave such, why is it unreasona- 
ble to request them to bring them forward? Itappeers 
to me, Gentlemen, that you have not properly under- 
stood my request. I did not ask you or any other per- 
son, to bring forward positive proof that all misery is 
confined to this life. My wish was that the subject 
might be met in a direct form, and such argoments or 
reasons as might be thought pertinent, adduced to sup- 
port the above mentioned doctrine. You say, that 
this is ** throwing all the labor on one side.” —_ By this 
expression it would seem as though | had proposed a 
controversy, which, in fact, was foreign from my in- 
tention. I simply requested that some person who be- 
lieves that all misery is confined to this life, should ad- 
duce his evidence to support his faith. This is all the 
labor which I have thrown upon any man, end it is pre- 





** It isunderstood that this evidence will be both 
positive and negative. That is, each party -hall have 


a right to anticipate the contrary arguments, and refute 
them,” 


As to your suggestions about what the believers ia 
future punishment say against the doctrine of no future 
misery, | do not conceive that it has any thing to ca 


You call upon me to declare, 


‘whether I think that the doctrine that all misery is 


bounded by death, is a denial of the gospel, or opposed 
to the scriptures. You will have the goodness, Gen- 
tlemen, to permit me to suspend my answer to this un- 
til see how you succeed in proving the doctrine by 
the bible. 


Gentlemen, J trust you will believe me, when I say, 


‘that I am really happy that you have embarked in my 


inquiry, and considering your reputed talents, | can- 
not but @atter myself that the satisfaction which you 
will be enabled to give me on the subject, will oblige 
me to rank you among my best friends. 
LOVER OF TRUTH.” 

This communication was forwarded to the Magazine 
office, and in about a fortnight afterwards, an editorial 
edict came out, prohibiting all communications of that 
nature in their paper! Thus it was suppressed, and 
the last word again secured to their own party. 

A few remarks and the subject shall be submitted. 

The Universalist Magazine was instituted and has 
been supported, as a paper professed]y impartial among 
Universalists. Its columns have always been announc- 
ed as open to free inquiry and discussion. But in what 
light it is now to be considered, is left for the candid 
to jadge. What different treatment could ** Restora- 
tionist and his brethren’ have expected, if the paper 


were a professed party engine, than what they have 
received ? 


Again, the public will judge which party have mani- 
fested the strongest desire for a state of union and 
peace ; which have shown the most conciliating spirit. 
If the proposals had beeu accepted by that pariy, it 
would probably have silenced sll contention, and pre- 
served the peace and tranquility of our order, It was 
not because we were afraid to meet them in direct con- 
troversy, or because we feared the arguments or talents 
on that side of the question, that we made the propo- 
sals; but to stop the flume which was kindling, and 
thus prevent a general conflagration. 
our object has gone over. 


But we fear 
But be it ever remembered, 
and | appeal to the foregoing facts to substantiate my 
assertion, that, if a separation be the final result, we did 





| mate anthore. 


not seek if, and (hey must be considered as its legiti- 
RESTORATIONIST. 
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TO THE WORLD. 


The writer of this, and several of his 
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agree with hiv in opinion, have lone viewed, with 
deep regret, the madern corruption of the genuine dots | 
trine of the restoraiaon of adimen, and this ec ‘rroption | 
appearing to be seated and growing ateoig the order ony 


Univercalists in the United States, and believing that it | 
is a great hindrance to the reception and spread of the 
truth, as well as detrimental to the morals of communi- } 
ty. consider it as a duty which they owe to God, their! 
own consciences, and their fellow creatures, to publish 
to the world the following declaration, 

1. ** Phat, in our opinion, the doctrine of Universal 
@alvation, at the commencement of a fature state. and 
that of the final Restoration of all men by Jesus Christ, 
throngh faith and repentance, are distinct end different 
doctrines, and are incapable of being reconciled to- 
gether.” 

9, ** That we consider the former doctrine to be 
subversive of a just sense of our accountability to God, 
and the proper distinction between virtue nd vice, 
and, conseqnently, lessens the motives to virtue, and 
gives force to the temptations of sin.” 


Explanatory Remarks, 


The first article supposes a difference between the 
two systems in the method or means of salvation. The 
principle on which the doctrine of immediate universal 
salvation is founded, as far as we can Jearn from its ad- 
vocates, is the native and essentially immaculate na- 
ture of the soul. The suffering of the soul wholly aris. 
es and is dependant on its union with its present body, 
and when that is dislodged, it is, of its essential nature, 
free from all pollution and suffering. This is no new 
theory, as it was embraced by many ancient heathen 
philosophers. Now, it requires no great capacity to 
perceive, that this doctrine sets aside the scheme of sal- 
vation by Christ, I here speak of our eternal salva- 
tion after death. Christ may, to be sure, be the means 
of doing considerable good to a number of mankind in 
this world, by his instructions, &c. but, as if respects 
their future state, his office, as a Mediator, has no rela- 
tion. They are necessarily happy from their very na- 
ture. In our opinion, therefore, this doctrine sets aside 
the great scheme of salvation by Christ. 

It is also easy to be seen, that this doctrine leaves 
out the means of faith and repen/ance, as requisites for 
the possession and enjoyment of salvation. Those who 
die impenitent are immediately introduced into a state 
of perfect happiness and glory, not because they were 
previously prepared by the exercise of faith and repen- 
tance, but from the very nature of their existence, 
which will not admit any suffering. To talk of their 
exercising faith and repentance after death, and when 
they have come into the actual possession of their na- 
tive glory, would be altogether absurd, as well as tacit- 
ly to give up the principle on which their salvation is 
predicated, 

I need not here add, that the bible knows of no 
method of salvation only by Christ, and through the 
means of fawth and repeniance. This is our only 
ground and hope of salvation. Hence the conclusion, 
that the doctrine of immediate universal salvation, and 
that which we advocate, are distinct systems, and in- 
capable of being reconciled together. 

The second article is expressive of our opinion of the 
doctrine of immediate universal salvation. We believe 
that mankind are accountable to God for all their ac- 
tions, and will be punished for all those which are sin- 
ful, here or hereafter. We belicve that this fact is de- 
monstrated by the bible and universal experience.— 
Now, the above stated doctrine we conceive to be in- 
Consistent with this. By ‘hal we are taught, that men 
who die in the actual perpetration of crimes, immed- 
iately enter a state of absolute happiness, and, conse- 
quently, they are not rendered accountable, at least 
for all their sins. 


If they are punished for their sine, 
generally, through life, they are net punished for the! 
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Thos we think that this doctrine is subversive o 
a just sense of our ancountabiity to God, 
The proper distinction between virtue and vier, con 


sists in a just reward of the one and the punishment of 


the other. This retribution, at least, in many cases, as 


/we have seen, does not take place in this world. — 
| Uherefore, the doctrine in question, which alinits all 


characters alike to heaven, at death, is subversive of a 
just distinction between virtue and vice. 

That this doctrine lessons the motives to virtue, is 
very apparent. For, on our scheme, 
only has the promise of all the pleasnre which 
attends the way of well-doing here, but distin- 
guished rewards beyond death. There can be no 
question, therefore, but that the motives to virtue are 
much greater and stronger on our scheme, than on that 
which teaches, that all the reward of virlue is Jimited 
to this life. 

That the doctrine of immediate universal salvation 
gives force to the temptations of sin, we think is evi- 
dent from a moment’s reflection. The robber may go 
forth in his wicked designs of p‘under and murder, and 
rest assured that, if he loses his life in one of his ad- 
ventures, he shall immediately be beyond the reach of 
all punishment, and enjoy perfect happiness. The 
man in trouble may end his sorrows by enicide, and in- 
stantly reach the pure abodes of heavenly felicity. If 
it be not certain that such a doctrine as this, gives 
force to the tempations of sin, there is no moral cer- 
tainty upon any subject whatever. 

These brief remarks are no more than what the ex- 
planation of our declaration required, and with these 
we are willing to submit it to an impartial public. But, 
if it be necessary, we are willing to go further in our 
justification. If this should be attacked in any public 
journals, we shall expect the Editors of such journals 
will have the politeness to offer their columns for its 
defence. 

We make this solemn declaration of our views in the 
fear of God, and with a humble hope that it may sub- 
serve the interest of trnth. 

Signed, by the request and in behalf of others. 

JACOB WOOD. 

P. S.. The respective Editors of the * Universalist 

Magazine,’ ‘ Christian Intelligencer,’ and ‘ Religious 


Inguirer,’ sre requested to insert the above in their 
periodical works. J, W. 


virtve not 


(c= Reply to the above in our next. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Messrs. Editors,—With your permission, I wonld of- 
fer a few suggestions on a piece entitled, Thoughts on 
free-agency, found in your Magazine of the 28th ult,— 
Your correspondent says, ** That man is a moral agent 
| deem unquestionable ; but that he is a free agent, | 
think cannot be maintained.” For myself I have, for 
some time, considered man a free agent, and that free 
agency is necessary to moral agency. My opinion, 
however, did not ** grow out of the abhorrent charac- 
ter of the doctrine of predestination, as connected witb 
limited salvation and endless misery ;”’ because | never 
believed it. Lam, therefore, autherized to suspect, 
your correspondent will impute my views to a ‘* want 
of sufficient examination of the subject.” In examin- 
ing my dictionary for the word moral, | found it meant, 
regarding vice or virtue. A moral agent then is one 
who acts either viciously or virtuonsly ; and a free mor- 
al agent would, of course, be one who possesses power 
or freedem to act, either according to the one man- 
ner or the other. Our fri@nd says, ** An agent is a sub- 
stitute; one who acts for another.” 
moral agent (which he believes man to he) is a moral 
substitute; one who acts riciously or rirfuously for 
What can this be but a transfer of vice aud 


It seems then, a 


another. 
virtue, and consequently a transfer of moral accounta- 


bility?) “If this definition,” says he, ** be considered 





arbitrary, we will consider it as meabing, simply, a in- 


clhgeut aetor. How then does an jateliment bemg 
oct? or what exci'es him action? An. Motive. 
Without motive he never acts, in this character, An 
witelligent being is then always governed, ae such, by 
motives. He is as truly governed by motives, #* an in- 
sensible machine is governed by physical power.” 

No person supposes that a machine possesses moral 
properties. In what then, according to this theory, 
does moral agency consist? Not in action, nor in the 
power of action ; for these are the same asin a machine. 
if it be said, it consists in intelligence, it is not to be 
forgotten that this intelligence is passive and not ac- 
tive. Man's actions then cannot be his own, and if 
not his own, cannot be vicious or virtuous, as it re- 
epects himself, any more than those of a machive.— 
Pherefore, so far as any thing acts by the government 
of irresistible power, so far that thing does not appear 
to have any thing moral about it. So my conclusivn is 
directly the opposite of your correspondent’s, that mor- 
al agency without free agency, is an absurdity, and 
cannot, in the nature of things, exist. 

He further says, ** Free agency designed for any 
purpose, and made to answer that purpose, is an ab- 
surdity. An axe is just as much a free agent, that ix 
made to answer the design for which it was formed, viz, 
to fell trees.» Now we will suppose that free agenc 
was given, that men might acquire knowledge by ex- 
perience, can any person perceive that it would frus. 
trate ‘the purpose” for which free agency was given 
that men should acquire knowledge by free agency ?>— 
‘Let the candid mind draw the conclusion. That an 
axe is as much a free agent as man according to the 
theory under consideration, will not be disputed, and ) 


that man bas no more agency than an axe, ou the same 
theory, is equally true. 


The passage that appeared to me as extraordinary as 
any, is the following; *““ I see no reason to suppose 
there is a free ag-nt in the universe.” He soon adds ;. 
*- An intelligent being cannot hate, unless he is govern- 
ed by bad motives ; this cannot be the case with God. 
* God cannot be tempted with evil,” because his nafure 
is such that he can only be encited, or genermed bygaad om e8 
motives.”? The views of our friend, as: here expressed,. | & 
evidently exclude the Almighty from being a free agent,. 
and, according to his notion of human actions, chain 
him down to the law of necessity to ** be anciled or 
governed by good motives!” What! is God inciled or 
governed? Is he passive in his actions? * Is he es truly 
governed by motives as an insensible machine is gov- 
erned by physical power ?”’ Yes truly, if he is not a free 
agent and gorerns, he is a necessary agent and is gor- 
erned! Inthe sense in which any thing is governed, 
in the same sense it does not govern. And if man is- 
governed by motives, or any thing else, im every action, 
in no action does he govern himself, or any thing else. 
If by motive is meant thal which excites fo action, » 
man may have many motives that call for different ac- 
tions, of which he can perform only one at a time, — 
These may all have an influence on the mind, bot net 
a government. Only one ean govern at a time, ac- 
cording to the theory of the necessarian ; of course, 
the others remain with their attracting influence, but 
not government. We feel that we have power to with- 
stand the influence of objects, at least to a certain de- 
This power which we feel is what I have consid- 





lo 





‘ 


gree. 








ered agency, an! if our feelings are not decez tive, this 
agency must he free, Reery principle of moral law. 
seems to corroborate One feelings in relotion to this sub- 
ject. Thet the infuenee of objects may, in seme in- 
stances, be heyond a man’s power to withstand, is rea 
dily granted’; but in that case he i* neither colpoble 
nor praise worthy for his actions. 


which he is neither afree agent, nor anyeagent at oll, . 


It is comething in 


properly speaking. Although J believe [aim a free- 


agent, | cannat believe near all that your - correspon 


dent has said, because il is not within wy ** 
neither do Lexpect he will heliews me till be en: 


thon th 
steaks ia 


he postesses sosse other ageney, 
ible machine. 

















not anticipate a protracted controversy, nor expect 
any further remarks on the subject, unless requested, 
from SAMUEL. 


—— ee 


POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Suggestions for the consideration of 
CALVINISTS. 

Brethren, | deem it my duty to appropriate a portion 
of my time and Jabors to distuade you from the errors 
which through the force of education you have imbib- 
ed, and which you continue to entertain through the 
influence of superstition. If the errors to which | refer 
were harmless | could not feel justiGed in spending pre- 
cious time to point them out, nor could | wish to inter- 
est you on subjects of no profit; but] am fully sat- 
isfied that those errors are far from harmless $ they re- 
present our heavenly Father in such an unfavorable 
light that J am persuaded that, viewing him in such a 
churacter, no man ever did or ever can exercise thst 
love towards him to which he is entitled from every ra- 
tional being in the universe, and which Jove is indis- 
pensible to the rational happiness of every reasonable 
soul, 

The method which I now propose, to awaken your 
attention and engage you iu some profitable reflections, 
is to state a few plain instances, in which it shall evi- 
dently appear that your doctrine is in direct opposition 
to what our heavenly Father has revealed in his word, 
in his providence, and by his spirit. 

Ist. As your creed maintains that God, from all eter- 
nity, predestinated some of the human race to enjoy 
never-ending felicity in a state of holiness, and others 
to endure unspeakable torments in sin, and rebellion a- 
gainst him, I would suggest that this creed is in oppo- 
sition to the promises of the gospel, in which assurance 
is given that in Jesus, the seed of Abraham, all the 
families, all the nations, dnd all the kindreds of the 
earth should be blessed. All your doctors of divinity 
will acknowledge that the above named assurance is 
the simple testimony of the divine promise, which the 
Lord made to the father of the faithful. Why then do 
they contend, and why do you believe that, contrary to 
this promise, this same most merciful Being, who thus 
promised, and who confirmed his promise with an oath, 
did, from all eternity, decree that the greatest part of 
the human family should never be blessed in the seed 
of Abraham? You are requested duly to consider this 
inconsistency, and ask yourselves the following impor- 
tant question: If God did make a special revelation to 
Abraham, that in his seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, is it not a direct denial of this cove- 
nant of promise to contend that the divine Being has 
predestinated any to endless woe? 

In harmony with the divine promise, which | have 
just noticed, | might quote many prophecies, which 
stand as directly against your creed as doos the before- 
mentioned promise; but | will not pursue this course, 
at this time; but [ will mention a divine command, 
recored Isaiah xlv. 22, ‘* Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth; for | am God, and 
there is none else,”? With this divine command in 
your minds, you are requested to think of your creed, 
and seriously ask yourselves, whether you do not erro 
neously maintain, that God, from all eternity, predes- 
tinated that millions should not be saved, and yet has 
commanded all to look to him and be saved? You do 
not do yourselves justice, in such a case as this, to say, 
that God commands all to look to him and he saved, 
but that he leaves them to chuse or refuse as they please 
to determine, because your creed supposes that God 
determined for them, even before he created them. 

Brethren, permit me to remind you of the testimony 
concerning the death of Jesus for mankind, It is al- 


Should it be your pleasure to insert this, you need | 
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death of Jesus Christ answers some valuable purpore 
in the scheme of salvation, and it is not admitted by 
any, that Jesus died in vain. Now you msy be allow- 
ed to contemplate the utility of the Saviour’s passion 


in what way you please; but you are reminded that | 


the divine testimony assures us, that he tasted death 
for every man; that he gave himself a ransom for all, 
and that he is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world. Look stedfastly on this fact as maintained by 
the sacred testimony, and ask yourselves, if your creed 
does not stand opposed to this fact? Can the wiseet 
among you give any account why the scriptures should 
inform us that Jesus died for all men, if your creed be 
true? 

Will you comtemplate the divine providence in com- 
parison with your creed? Look then, throughout all 
nature, contemplate the ample provision made for all 
the Creator’s works. Observe carefully, that the Lord 
is good to all, and that his tender mercies are over all 
bis works, and compare this fact with your creed. Do 
you discover that God haz elected some men to enjoy 
all the blessings of this mortal state, and reprobated 
others to suffer all manner of torment and to enjoy 
nothing? No, but the more you contemplate this vast 
system of divine providence, the more you become con- 
vinced of the impartiality of the wisdom of God. The 
rich, the poor, the wise, the ignorant, the learned, the 
unlearned, the master, the servant, the old, the young, 
the bond and free all are provided for by bim who op- 
eneth his hand and satisfieth the desire of every living 
thing- With this immensely glorious system of univer- 
sal goodness you are requested to compare tbe truly 
awful creed of Calvanism. And do you not perceive 
that the one stands opposed to the other ? 

Do any of your divines ever undertake to prove your 
creed by any emblems found in the impartial provi- 
dence ef God? Who would not be surprised to hear 
one of your preachers cal] the attention of the audience 
to contemplate the precious doctrine of election, and 
reprobation as clearly illustrated by the divine provi- 
dence over man im this world ?” | he fact is, your preach- 
ers are at war with divine Providence, as your 
creed ig opposed to that impartial wisdom and good- 
ness which are every where to be seen in the ways of 
God; and they are obliged to carry your miuds out of 
this world and away from every footstep of the Al- 
mighty, into the dark regions of imagivation in order to 
fix a place to set up and maintain the partial doctrine 
they preach. They are often telling you, that God 
does so and so in this world, but that in a future state 
his administration will be entirely different. 


Although the foregoing suggestions, appear to me to 
embrace divine truth in a light which clearly disproves 
your partial creed, yet I think it will be equally proti- 
table for you to compare your creed with the teachings 
of the divine spirit, and its holy dictates in the heart of 
man. That we may not be deceived respecting the in- 
fluences of the divine spirit, we will speak our minds 
on the subject, by saying, that those desires and affec- 
tions which are the best possible ever known in the 
heart of man, are desires and affections produced by 
the operation of the divine spirit. ‘Then tell me, 
brethren, which is the best desire, that which is breath- 
ed by a benevolent soul for the salvation of all men, or 
that which iigits the grace of God to a few? And tel] 
me honestly, which are the best affections, those which 
bear love and good will to all mankind, or those which 
are restricted to a few? You will, in these questions, 
agree with all other denominations; and it is a fact 
which mutilates directly against your creed, that your 
preachers often become so benevoleut in their prayers 
as fervently to pray for all men, as St. Paul exhorts us 
todo. Brethren, | earnestly beseech you to compare 
your creed with the benevolence of your own bearts, 


band make a serious matter of this imquiry; and imay it 
lowed by all denominations, of. Christians, that the j please God to break the charm (bat holds your heart to 











a creed which contradicts every thing which is like our 
heavenly Father, as manifested in bis word, in his pro. 
vidence, and by his spirit. H. B, 
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| i 
The Sea-Boy. 
| 


The winds are whistling thro’ the shroods ; 
The waves are heaving high ; 
And o’er yon dreary drifting clouds 
There’s tempest in the sky: 
| Whilst, since the sails are snugly furl’d, 
Coiled, shivering in the lee, 





} 
A little sea-boy says—** the world 
Is but the sea for me. 


I never knew a father’s care ; 
And scarce a mother's love; 

They died a poor and broken pair, 
And left their child to rove— 

To rove where now the billows hurled, 
Are bursting from the lee; 

And yet the warring wat’ry world 
Has been a friend to me. 





The cot, which sheltered once my head, 

Is mouldering on the plain ; 

The tree, whose branches o’er it spread, 
J ne’er shall see again— 

Save, where yon billows high are curl’ 
No home have I to see ; 

Yet still this warring watery world 


Has been a home to me. 


My mother said—* there’s One above 
The orphan to protect !” 
And I will ne’r forget her love, 
Or dying words neglect ; ; 
For though the winds in wildness whirled, 
Are raging o’er the sea, 
Yet will that One, this warring world 
Forbid to injure me. | 


Yes: let the tempest roaring, dread, 
Rave round us and above ; : 
Our ship bas not a timber head 


f 
But I have leared to love : , 
And sie will dash the billows, curled, t 
tar from her on the lee : t 





And prove, amid a wrecking world, . 

A friend in need, too me. t 

I still must count, e’er yet I’m ten, 
Three fourth parts of a year ; u 

But she shall know me, like the men, tl 
When | iave strength to steer— C 

E’en now with all but tri sail furt’d, bi 

I'd set her pennant free ; of 

For mid this warring wa:r’y workl be 
There's not a fear in me, 4 

m 

And I will buy me trowsers white, te 
When heaves our port in view ; se 

And have three rows of buttons bright, sh 
Upon my jacket blue ; wot 

For though by storm and fortone whirled, ™ 
Our captain aud the sea, ce 

Amid the warring wat’ry world, ¥ 
Have been but iriends to me” a 
Ee ——- Re 
MARRIED, " 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Joseph Br, 
Austin, jun. to Miss Lydia Simmons. Mr. Joba ; 
Hawkes to Miss Joanna Stutsop. Mr. David Hul! to ion 





\Alics Mary N. Pitman. 





